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THE FARMER AND MEC

HANIC.

SEPTEM i

~ Qadies’ Portfolio.

g2~ The Lapies of North Carolina are invited to
contribute short articles, recipes, suggestions, house-
hold hints, &c., for these columuns. Name of the author
will be seen by no one except the EDITOR, whether the

communication be accepted or rejected.

About the Farm.

EY A FARMER.

It would seem so at first thought. They
call it **Ensilage in the Maize.” 1 will read
vou an article upoi it, entitled “hns!lakre in
the United States,”” written by Francis Mor-
ris. of ©Oakland Manor, Howard county,
Marvland. Hesays: _

“T have been requested to give my expe-
rience in growing corn fodder, preserving 1t
in silos or trenches, and feeding it to stock.
I sowed on the first of August, 1876, about
five acres, in drills three feet apart, and
about a bushel of corn to the acre. This
was worked twice with a cultivator and was
in tassel in the first days in October. We
cut the same with a mowing machine, car-
ried it in wagons to the feed cutter: cut it up
in one inch pieces, and added to it an amount
of wheat straw, eut up In same manner,
equal to one fifth of the corn fodder.

“T had three silos (trenches) bricked up
underneath my stone barn. They were ten
teet deep, 4 feet wide and 24 feet long. The
fodder waswell packed down in these trench-
es by treading upon it while the mixture was
put in, and then covered with boards, with
large, heavy stones upon them. After the
weights had pressed it down very consider-
ably. they were taken off, the boards cover-
ed with straw, and then with clay, the clay
being well packed, made a perfect protection
acainst the oxygen of the air penetrating
it.
“The first trench was opened for use on
Christmas, and I fed all my milking cows
with the same. Two of them refused to eat
their portion, and when they left, the other
cows ate it, and from that day I have never
fed it to an animal that has retused it-horses,
mules, oxen. cows, sheep and hogs, will
all leave any other {ood and eat this from
choice.

“In the vear 1877, from want of personal
attention and from a very dry time, my corn
fodder was not as large a erop as it should
have been, but it was suflicient to feed near-
ly one thousand head of stock for over two
wonths; it was equally good in quality as it
wasin 1877. For this year—I1878—I1 have
more than double the quantity of this fod-
der. I have made and filled a very large
trench out of doors, which will hold from 50
to 75 tons, besides filling the three trenches
in the barn.

“In a long experience in raising stock, I
have found corn fodder, preserved as above,
the best food for milch cows that I ever used.
It is equal, if not superior to June grass:
and its cultivation is so easy, 1ts preserva-
tion so inexpensive, that to-day no one can
estimate its advantages to the agriculturist.
The average hay crop of New York State is
not equal to one ton per acre, and every one
knows what a costly erop it 1is to raise, to
care and preserve afterit is raised, while our
corn crop will grow and flourish with the
most ordinary care.

“Twenty-five tonsto the acre, with a light
dressing of barn-yard manure and working
it twice with a cultivator, isa small erop.
Add to the manure a dressing of guano, and
more than double the quantity can be raised
to the acre. 1 am almost afraid to state the
quantity that can be thus raised per acre.
Suppose, however, we put the product down
to 25 tons peracre, what would be the result
in N. Y. State if one tenth of her arable
land was used in this way? Weshould
have to double the number of our horses,
cows, sheep and all our stock, and after do-
ing that, double them again. In fact, the
amount of’ stock that could be maintained is
so great that we should be wholly indepen-
dent of the West. The old adage * No
cattle, no corn,” is fully verified by the
wheat production in N. Y. State. The
lands are all so indifferent in quality that he
must be a bold farmer who now sows a field
of wheat. But the corn fodder, which it is
now proposed to raise will give such a yearly
amount of manure as will enable every
farmer to get a wheat erop of 30 to 40 bush-
els to the acre, and succeed that by clover.
After that is done, his progress to a maxi-
mum yield of cereais will be very rapid.

POINTS ABOUT ENSILAGE OF MAIZE.

All fermentation, both before and after
packing away, must be avoided to attain per-
fect preservation. Protect the trench well
against the external air, and also press out
the air which is all through the mass, by
heavy weights on the boards covering it.
When well pressed and settled together,
cover tightly with clay or compact earth.
Never leave the fodder in the ﬁeid to dry at
all, but get it chopped fine and into the
trenches as soon as possible after being cut
down. It is better to cut it halfinch than
longer, for it will pack closer when short,
and exclude the air Lctter. When the trench
is full and well trod down, cover about two
inches of straw over it, then cover all close-
ly with boards laid across the trench instead
of lengthwise, as in this way, when you come
to use it, a little can be uncovered at a time,
and chopped down to the bottom of the
trench.

““After putting the boards on, cover them
evenly with very heavy weights,—rocks or
bags of earth can le used—one thousand
pounds to the square yard for an eight or
ten foot deep trench would be none too

——

much. Of course the boards must fit inside | The Commissioner vs. The Board of

the trench. It will not do to arch the trench
over and cover it, for the green forage will
settle away from it, aund soon be ruined.
The air must be expelled by the weighted
cover following down with the fodder, until
the limit of contraction and thorough expul-
sion of air is reached, and the forage is a
solid eompact mass. Have the trenches
covered by a permanent or a temporary shed
with tight roof. _

Here is something more, Squire, in fa-
vor of raising corn fodder for cows. Prof.
L. B. Arnold recently stated that he had ta-
ken the milk of three patrons of a cheese
factory, in October, who were feeding noth-
ing but grass, and the milk of three others
who fed nothing but corn sown broadecast.
He took an equal quantity of the milk of
each, and (-urd‘ing it with the same amount
of rennet. at the same temperature, found,
after dryving the curd, that the milk of the
corn-fed cows gave eight and one half per
centum of curd, while that fed on grass
alone gave only six and one half per centum
of curd; showing a gain of nearly thirty-
three per centumx in favor of corn fodder
OVer grass.

e — -————

In the patoisof the Landes, which one
might be tempted to confound with the Jap-
anese or Chinese idioms, a tchanka isa
person mounted on stilts, and se tchanker
means to mount upon stilts, These ten
tchankas had all the same traditional cos-
tume, without distinetion of sex, that is to
say, a beret on the head, a mantle of wool
over the shoulders, a buttoned doublet, bare
feet, and the legs enveloped in a camano or
fleece, fixed by red garters. Their stilts
raised them five or six feet from the ground.
A pole served them as a third point of sup-

yort. Seen from a distance they looked
]ikc gigantic grasshoppers. The tchanka,
however, is seen to perfection on the bare
land, motionless and fixed like a solitary tri—
angle, at sunset or else when he leans against
a pine tree, silently knitting stockings and
guarding a black and lean flock. Stern and
mute in the midst of the crowd, which was
examining them with curiosity, their
thoughts were concentrated solely on the
gain that they were about to dispute. The
prize was not much. The victor won twen-
ty francs.
the tchanka represent a fortune. Soon, at
a signal given by the president of the fete,
they all ten spread over the beach, howling
and velling. If'it had not been for their
immense strides, which pass imagination,
vou might have thought that you were pres-
ent at an Arabian fantasia. Their evolu-
tions were the same, accomplished with the
same rapidity, in conditions which touched
upon the 1mpossible and on the ground
where the stilt sunk in a foot at each step.
Their mantles streaming in the wind, like
those of Arabian cavaliers., they ranand
pivoted round as deftly as if they had been
on foot. The women were by no means in-
ferior to the men; one of them, in fact, came
in second, and they were only to be distin-
guished by their more piercing ceries. This
race was followed by some private exercises
performed by the techankas, in order to pro-
voke the generosity of the spectators. They
jumped, they sat down and rose up again,
and they picked up as they ran pieces of
money that were thrown to them. This
spectacle was not the least extraordinary.
Bouncing forward at full speed, the man was
suddenly seen to stop. the stilts bent, fell,
as 1t were, to pieces, then something was
seen moving between three pieces of wood,
like the body of a spider in the middle of
its long legs. The whole performance was
done with lightning rapidity, the stilts rose
again and the man reappeared on the top of
them and resumed his course.

S —

Excovracing THE Sovrn.—We noticed
lately in that ably conducted paper, the
Baltimore Evening Bulletin, a statistical
article upon the decrease of property value
in the North, and increased wealth in the
old slave-holding States since 1870. While
in Pennsylvania and other Northcrn States,
the aggregated value of property has de-
creased hundreds of millions, the resources
of the South and Southwest, have increased
beyond couception, notwithstanding the
great depression and unsettled condition at-
tendant upon an entire change in their social
and labor systems. The indomnitable energy
of the Southern people has led them into
paths of industry and ‘economy—sure roads
to prosperity. They have seen the necessity
of improving their lands, giving less atten-
tion to special crops, such as cotton and to-
bacco ; diversifying their crops; stook rais-
ing; fruit growing, and last, not least, mak-
Ing 1vestments in manufacturing at home
what they need, as well as working up the
raw material of eotton and tobacco, notalone
for home consumption but for export. These
are the great causes which already have
produced the startling results above stated.
The South has also been forced by her pov-
erty. to grow her corn and other breadstuffs,
and to a great extent her own meats, whereby
a vast amount is added to her substantial
wealth, and saved the expenditure of mil-
lions of dollars in other States annually to
Brocare these articles of necessary food for

er people and her cattle and horses.
——————— e P———

The mother of H. F. Badger is anxious
to know where he is now living. She has
not heard from him since November, 1877.
He was then near Castalia postoffice, N. (.
I‘t 1s supposed he went to Florida. North
Carolina and Florida papers will confer a
great favor by publishing this. Informa-
tion sent to Mrs. M. G. Badger, Richmond,
Va., will be gratefully received.

But twenty francsin the eyes of

He had always desired, when absent, to re-

do so0.”’

Agriculture

The Daily News, in a well written article
which we should be pleased to quote entire,
but for lack of space, differs with us in re-
spect to the constitution of the Department
of Agriculture. It prefers the Board, as at |
present constituted, ard deprecates the sug- |
gestion to place full powers in a single Head,
—to-wit. the Commissioner. We reproduce
the gist of the News' article, with only this
further remark that we could agree with the
Nawsin theory but for our knowledge of the
defective working of the theory when re-
duced to practice. No man would be so sil-
ly as to cast any reflections upon the person-
clle of the present Board, whether in respect
to ability or integrity; yet the fact stands out
that after three years of trial the machinery
of the Department is not working so smooth-
Iy, nor so efficiently, as it might. A few
months will complete the third year of the
Departinent's work,and if we may judge any-
thing from letters and remarks that come to
us almost daily, there is a decided desire for
practical fruits in return for the heavy ex-
pense.  Says the News:

“*Our conviction is clear that no one man
should be invested with absolute power over
the great sums paid yearly into the treasury
for the Agricultural Department, nor should
he have it in his power to direct the policy
of an institution that reaches by a net work

of correspondents over every township in
North Carolina, and is capable of being
transformed into one of the most powerful
engines of political ambition ever conceived.
On this we are sure that the people are
firm.

The Experiment Station of Connecticut is
managed most creditably by a Board, with «
Seeretary as the executive officer, in the place
of our Commissioner. Such we believe was
the original intention of the framers of the
act ereating ovr Department of Agriculture.
In that case the public would, from the Le-
ginning, have placed the responsibility for
the direction of' the Department upon the
Board, as was really intended. But instead
of that, we are of' opinion that much credit
was given in the neeption and organézation
qf the ,Df_'pru'fuu'nf to the Conmum f..'_a'.'iiful(‘f’,
which was due e «a lavge wmeasure to the
Doard, and now that some ofits develop-
ments prove to be unpopular there is appa-
rently a disposition to discover that the
blame i1s due to the Board.

The Georgia plan, as it is called, provides
for a Commissioner with full control, but as
the Agricultural Department in that State
is at this time the subject of heated contro-
versy in regard to its management, it would
be well to wait before hastily advocating a
departure from our old ways in this State to
imitate her in thisrespect.

As to the personnel of the present Board,
it seems to us to be eminently well constitu-
ted, for the most part. Who are these?
The President of the State Agriculture Col-
lege (for it must be remembered that the
[UTniversity 1s not represented in this Board
per se, but only as it is in law the College of
Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts, for
which the State pays interest on the forfeit-
ed serip), who is at the head of agricultural
instruction in our borders, and under whose
eye lives the Director of the Experimental
Station, with his attaches: the President
of the State Agricultural Society, one of the
largest and most experienced practical farm-
ers and manufacturers in the State, and
whose position brings him in contact with
the advanced agriculturists of North (‘aro-
lina; the Master of the State Grange. who
is at the head of an organization with affilia-
ted branches in every section of the State
devoted to the improvement of the farmer's
condition; the State Geologist, who is or
ought to be familiar with the capacities and
resources of every part of North Carolina.
and whose scientific advice must be invalua-
ble to such a Board, and the Grovernor, who
at least, by virtue of the prominence that
has elevated him into position, is presumed
to know and guage the men fit to be officers
and employees of the department. To these
the law adds two farmers chosen for their
devotion to and knowledge of aecriculture
as 1t 1s practiced among us, ;
~ We do not say that there are not defects
in the law. We think there shculd be a
fixed term of office for the Commissioner,
with a regular limitation, and for others
likewise, so that the election of another
would not im ply absolute extension from of-
fice. This should apply to the two members
of the Board, also chosen from the citizens.
Ve are not sure that the lawyers could not
pick a hole in _the constitutionality of the
choice of an officer of a secret society as a
constituent member of a State Board. We
wish to express our views in perfect candor.
It is by the an)Ie of opposing tides of opin-
ion that the golden sands of truth will be
deposited deep in the public heart.”

———— e P—

Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Skinner was in
pastor of the First Baptist Chureh, Raleigh,
on Sunday. The Observer says that Dr. S,
remarked ‘‘it was not often the case that a
pastor, after having served a church for
thirteen years, and then, after twelve years’
absence, to be again called to its pastorate,

turn to Raleigh, but had never expected to

‘Qome of our churches are ever adding to
their numbers, without 1ncreasing their "f‘,
ficiency. They remind me of dm-@aubcmd
nests. A dirt-dauber wgundg~ a spider an
then crams him away in his nest, and he
will do the same for another, and yet anoth-
er, until the nest is packed full of dead spi-
ders. And so it is with our churches.” R
. Grifiith. at Middle District Association.
Who can give us any light on this subject ot
dirt-daubers? Why do they make; their
nests and fill them in just that way : —Re~
fff;fuus Herald. The dln—xjaubcr bu_ll}is her
nest*‘just that way,”’ and after depositing an
egg at the bottom of each cell, she fills the
cell full of spiders rendered torpid, not killed,
<o that they may remain alive and sound—
good food for the young dirt-dauber during
its infancy. &e. The cells are closed when
filled and remain so till the young wasp cuts
its way out at maturity. The figure ot Dr.
Griffith is not a good one—unless he intends
us to understand him as recommending for-
pid church-members as food for young
preachers. We have long thought it strange
that scientific men did not try to find out the
method of embalming used by dirt-daubers.
The spiders stung or bitten by them are
not dead and undergo no change.—Biblical
Recorder.

Raleigh Observer: Fourconvicts were the
other day taken out to the penitentiary,
whose names and terms of sentence were:
Jack Williams, white, 20 years; Moses
Hinton, colored, 1 year; Fred. Hinton, col-
ored, 1 year; Burley Haywood, colored, 1
vear. The revival at the Baptist Church
at Rolesville continues. Twenty-seven per-
sons were admitted into the church on Sun-
day, and great interest in the meeting con-
tinues. Governor Jarvis' gold-headed
canes which he lost- at Beaufort, has been
found. The revival of religion near Au-
burn continues, and there have been many
CONVErsions. i

The Central Baptist Asso-
ciation was held at Olive Branch, this coun-
tv. There was a large attendance. Intro-
ductory sermon by Rev. T. H. Pritchard, DR
D. Nat. E. Cannady, of Granville, was
elected Moderator; B. F. Montague, of
Raleigh, Secretary and Treasurer ; and Rev.
J. S. Purefoy, Historian.

Kinston Journal: We hear of a cutting
scrape oceurring at Harper’s mill, inTrent
township, on the 14thinstant. One Amos
Davis and Anthony Hill had an altercation,
a fight ensued, and Hill received four knife
cuts—oune on the shoulder, two slight ones
in the back, and a very dangerous one in the
right breast. It is generally believed
that seven or eight years is the limit of a
squirrel’s age. Mr. John Tull, near Kin-
ston, has one that will be thirteen years old
this month. He is perfectly blind, but still
lively and healthy. With all the wines
and treats offered the editors at their annual
reunion, we failed to see a drunken man on
the whole trip. Their heads were, and we
hope always will continue to be, level.

An outrage was committed by a tramp
upon Miss Maggie Stealms, whose parents
reside near Lynchburg. Miss Stealms, it
appears, was sent by her parents to a neigh-
bor’s house on some domestic errand, and
when about a mile from home she was at-
tacked by the tramp, outraged, and then
gagged, tied to a tree, and left. She sue-
cceded, however, in untieing the string with
her teeth, and returning home gave the
alarm. Her father and two brothers started
in pursuit of the perpetrator of the base
act, but at last accounts he had not been
captured. Miss Stealms is only thirteen
years old.

Right here we would state, for the infor-
mation of any who are troubled with smut
that bluestone is a sure preventive of smut.
Make a solution, say one pound of bluestone
to ten bushels of wheat; put the wheat vou
wish to sow the following morning in the
soak the previous evening: take out on the
worning, add a little more bluestone and put
in your wheat for afterncon. We have fol-
lowed this plan for four or five years and
never have any smut, while others who sow
without soaking have any amount of smut.

Franklin Reporter - Mr. B. F. Evans. on
going to his mica mine a few days Si;]CC‘
found a sheep down in his shaft, sevent;'
feet deep. The sheep was unhurt with the
exception of a small piece of flesh being
knocked off its chin. We have been
shown by Prof. C. D. Smith, of this place
some handsome specimens of sapphire and
oriental amethysts, which he found in J ack-
.?,iog ('olunty. Some of these stones are suf
ﬁfll-e_;let 130 11;;‘1-10 and of ample size to cut sets

Monroe Enquirer -
i]llsicpvercd a few weeks
GalLetn ,j?m&lnt;‘l‘;g; llala hbeen _c-}_lr}stened Telula

Sulphur spring on the land
and near the residence of Mr. John C. Wil
liams. four miles east of town, has within
:;lfl'e Iust'xf'eefh been brought to the attention
agof.)‘-lr people, though it was discovered long

Asheville Jowrnal - W
convicted at this ;(d‘ o Toquend o
: 118 term of the Superior Court
ol g g cuing" o o
= » & IEW Weeks ago, and sentenced
two years’ imprisonment in th Ol
Norvill is up an IS s ¢ pounty Jaul.
not be able I:o ta({katal;]»::\s'e al;o‘pirput he will
to 'V}:,ES windpipe having heen Vbel\ggr‘;i N

arrenton  Gazefte - o
German farm labgré?e - Herr [Jl]se'v’ g
stantly killed last Friday. b @ u,20d in-

ntly ast Friday, by a fal};
while at work in the W(;(;dg SR Seee,
for Col. Lindsay Price, His g?ttﬁng fmber
crushed, his right arm brok el

: rght en in two places,
z{zed.one of his thighs broken and badly man-

The mineral spring
ago, one mile and a
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—FOR BOTH SExps_

STRICTLY NON-SECT 4.,

W

Able and axperienced teachers, Fi;
Apparatus. Preparatory, Colle A
cal and Art Departments.

BOARD AND TUITION, per yeqr.

Session extends from first Moy jav o
Thursday in June. Students sdnge.y .
charged from entrance. Send h.;r Cais
‘Wilson Institute Quarterly,” full o1,
educational matter. '
SYLVESTER HAsspq

giate, Com

ataiing
W g1

july3-tf.

ESBORO’ HIGH SOx(-

o~

\
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The Fall Term will open Auguss 114
corpe of experienced teachers,
One hundred and six pupils were 540,
the past session. =

Our desire is to make this school an oo

for great good to the church. Send .

daughters.
TERMS :

1
Board, per month. ...... . . :
Tuition, per month. . ... .. . s ’
Languages, per month . . .. l
R N e e e i e T e |
Address, 0 I AR m e i |
uly 24-tf.]  or, G. 8. COLE, Pres. Lot ;

H. MAHILER

—MANUFACTURING—

Y —

Jewler and Engraver |

“—AND DEALER 1IN

WATCIHES, DIAMONDS & Jp i

gy Agent  jor the Tiffuny Wi, .

SILVER AND PLATED Wy

Keeps a full line of all-:;;ivl.-s found i
JEWELRY STOKI.

3 W

Plain and Fancy Rings Mad-
order at short motice. (Send for Patin: |
HAIR JEWELRY.
College Badges, Medals & s
A SPECIALTY.
Agent for Chickering & Son P,

ORDERS FROM A DISTANCE S0

82 Goods sent on approval to any part ¢
on satisfactory references. H.
may 1-tf

L )

NURSERIES AND FRUIT F A

W. WESTBROOK ~

Permanently located it
WILSON, N. ¢

Office on Barnett street, opposite Fxjro-
near Railroad Depot.

PackingDepot near Railroad, 100 vard- =
Railroad Depot. Fruit Furm and part of N
on Goldsboro Road one mile and o hal =
Town. Twenty acres of Nursery =
Strawberries, Asparagus and (o
Peas, very near to, and in tull v
of the Railroad Depot,

We have fine facilities for packing anl =1,
and Plants. Our stock is very large wud 1
of the Trees and Plants nusurpassed. W
rant all Trees and Plants true 1o name.
have had many years expericio
propagation and culture of [
cultural Products, hence we ur
prepared to serve the poi-
lic. We give special at-
tention to orders re-
ceived by mail.

We have added many choice
new frur=1
have propagated very largely

of the IMI'L

bearing Mulbery. Catalo nes

500,000 NUNAN'S PROLIF]

STRAWBERRY PLANT®

FOR SALE.

Set the plants in June and July, and o700 I
ance of the year, and keep all ronoer o 1
and you may expect a ful orop
fine Extra Early Dertio-
the next Spring.

This is the Charleston plan of cultivation. ©
fact that the Charleston growers plant .
ust, we should plant earlicr, &

have a shorter growing i
season.
From the 1st to the 10th of May, 1879, ot \ :

from 40 to 70 cents.

It is the coming berry for proit in this

00

Prices
given
on

03

Good notes accepted in payment for pla’
Oct. and Nov., 184

C. W. WESTBROOK

Boy 69, Wilsoz,

July3-6m.




